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NEW YORK -- On Thursday at Danspace Project at St. Mark's
Church, the Christopher Caines Dance Company premieres
Caines’s "Tenebrae," with 10 dancers joined by 40 singers and
one conductor, Kristina Boerger, leading the singers in 16th-
century composer Thomas Tallis's magnum opus "Spem in
Alium.” The evening will also include "Can't Sleep,” a work for
eight dancers, to selections from William Bolcom's "Cabaret
Songs." | interviewed Caines June 6 in New York City.

Philip W. Sandstrom: How did this "Tenebrae"” project begin?
What drives you to make this particular kind of work?

Christopher Caines: All of my pieces really start in exactly the
same way: | fall in love with a particular piece of music and
become completely obsessed with it. Often the falling in love
with a piece of music has something to do with the specific
musicians involved but not in this case. | belong to the
Columbia House Record Club and eight or ten years ago, just
on a lark, | bought the CD of the Tallis Scholars singing "Spem
in Alium" and other works by Tallis. I've always loved choral
music and vocal music generally and my core relationship to
music is to vocal music. | became instantly obsessed with this
extraordinary piece of music, which really is one of a kind. |
immediately began dreaming of chorecgraphing a dance to this



